Unprofitable servants
Luke 17: 5-10
5 And the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.” 
6 So the Lord said, “If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 7 And which of you, having a servant plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and sit down to eat’? 8 But will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare something for my supper, and gird yourself and serve me till I have eaten and drunk, and afterward you will eat and drink’? 9 Does he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I think not. 10 So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.’”

Have we reached even the level of “unprofitable servants”?
Have we done all the things that we were commanded to do?

Let us ask the greatest servant of our generation what he thinks about this: H.H. Pope Shounda III
THE RELEASE OF THE SPIRIT BY : H. H. POPE SHENOUDA III

“Unprofitable servants”:

1. They devoted all their lives to God. They spent every moment of their time in the ministry

St. Paul and other apostles
2. Though they served one hour or more in the Sunday Schools, they spent the whole week getting ready for that hour.

a. “For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers” (Romans 1:9)

3. Serve God at any time and in any place 
Whether in the church, in the street, amidst family, in the place of your work

4. What about serving your own family! 
"As for me and my house we will serve the Lord" (Josh. 24:15)

5. Silent preaching

a. Being an example

b. Praying for others

c. Christian Behavior

"All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful" (1 Cor. 6:12).
6. Not Formal service – without Spirit and Love

7. Not Serving ourselves rather than God and people

8. Love of the ministry: hunger and thirst for their salvation
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness." (Matt. 5:6)

9. Love of those ministered to: compassion and love for students

a. “And I will very gladly spend and be spent for your souls; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I am loved.” (2 Corinthians 12:15)

10. Importance of preparations: before beginning the service, and weekly before beginning the lesson

11. Ministering to the weak: lost, mischievous, disobedient

a. “Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all.” (1 Thessalonians 5:14)

12. Visitations, especially to the absentees

13. Fasting and praying for the ministry

a. “Then, having fasted and prayed and laid hands on them, they sent them away.” (Acts 13:3)

14. Material service: 
"... I was hungry and you gave Me no food, I was thirsty... naked... sick... ". (Matt. 25:42, 43).
